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Mount Vernon 
Estate 

Slave Memorial 
Wreath Laying 
Ceremony 

 

On October 11, 2014, 
members of our 
community participated in 
a wreath laying ceremony 
at the Slave Memorial 
located in George 
Washingtonôs Mount 
Vernon Estate. 
 

The yearly event, hosted 
by the organization Black 

Women United for Action (BWUFA) and the Mount 
Vernon Ladies Association, has been held since 1983 
when it was dedicated by students from Howard 
University School of Architecture. Dedicated to the 
ñAFRO AMERICANS WHO SERVED AS SLAVES AT 
MOUNT VERNONéò the monument makes visitors 
aware of the virtues that sustained them: Faith, Hope, 
and Love, inscribed on the steps 
leading to the granite, truncated 
column. 
 

Neither the early wintery weather nor 
the rain described as tears by an 
organization member, prevented a 
large group to attend the ceremony. 
 

Highlighting that learning about the 
legacies of our ancestors can, and maybe should start at 
an early age, children played a significant role in the 
event. Members of the Nikki Giovanni Writers group 
recited the 316 names of men, women and children 
known to have been enslaved there. The names were 
also inscribed in mementos distributed among the 
attendees, giving to those interred there the recognition 
denied to them while living. 

Monday, February 16 - Presidentôs Day 

Office Closed but Regular Trash Collection 
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